
what3words 
 
'what3words' is a smartphone app that can use a GPS signal to locate your position 
anywhere in the world or can tell you which way to head to find a particular place. 
It does this by identifying everywhere in the world with 3 words - e.g. dish hosts ties. 
It divides the world up into a global grid of 57 trillion 3mx3m squares. 
The app is available to download free from https://what3words.com  
It is a big app but it will work anywhere that you can receive a GPS signal even if you can't 
get a mobile phone signal. 
 
 
This year some organisers will be providing what3words in the question sheet directions to 
assist quiz walkers. 
 
 
The good news is that you don't need to download the app if you are in an area where you 
can get a mobile phone signal. If you go into the site (link above) and go through the 
tutorial then you can use the service online. 
 
You should eventually get a screen (Windows & Firefox) that looks a bit like this... 
 

 
 

This example 'pretty.needed.chill' is a bridge in Oxford. 
 

https://what3words.com/


If you type 'tribal.path.across' you should get the map below of Upper West Street in 
Reigate... 
 

 
 
Click on the box to get the line connecting the search box to the location box for greater 
clarity. 
 
If you type 'upper west street' in the search box and choose Reigate from the list you 
should get this... 
 

 



If you click the round map icon in the bottom right hand corner you can get a satellite 
version of the map... 

 
 
And if your smartphone has GPS then if you click on the location icon above the map type 
icon then you should get the results for your current location! 

 Your phone will have to allow the site to use your GPS. 

 Your GPS accuracy may be not be as high as 10 metres. 
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Steetmap 
 
Those of you who use the Streetmap online mapping service https://www.streetmap.co.uk 
will find that what3words is now available as shown below... 
 
Type 'Upper West Street' in the search box and choose the one for Reigate and choose the 
map type (level) that you want. For level 3 (ordnance Survey 1 : 25,000) you can get a map 
like this... 
 

 
 
Use the 'Move Arrow' feature to put the arrow exactly where you want it. 
Click at the bottom where it says 'Click here to convert coordinates' and you get this... 
 

 
 
This shows the 3 words for the arrow point on the map - 'zones.liner.labels'. 

https://www.streetmap.co.uk/

