
 

Chris Cooper, Andrew Cordani, Rosy Treasure & David 
Saunders present the 

 

Hogsmill Hike 
 

Eight Bells 
78 Kingston Rd, Epsom KT17 2DU 

 

Sunday 2nd October at 2:15  

 
The Walk: This is a 2.7 mile walk around the Hogsmill Nature Reserve either side of the Hogsmill 
River. The river source is in Ewell Village fed by the springs that fill the ornamental pond at 
Bourne Hall and eventually reaches the Thames in Kingston. It is a flat walk with no stiles and 
should be reasonably dry underfoot. Suitable for a buggies. For the naturalists among you, there 
are many different bird and butterfly species to be found here, including kingfishers and the 
elusive brown and white letter hairstreak butterflies. 
 
The Venue:  
The Eight Bells is a traditional and friendly Greene King pub which serves Sunday lunch and a 
range of other mains. Food is served from 12:00-21:00 and it has a garden. Parking at the front is 
limited so you will probably need to park in the surrounding roads. 
 
You are advised to book for lunch. Tel. no.: 020 8393 5590  | Website:  
https://www.eightbellsewell.co.uk 
 

 

 
 
OS Grid Reference:  TQ 2183 6321 

Eight Bells 

https://www.eightbellsewell.co.uk/
https://www.eightbellsewell.co.uk/


 
Directions: If you are approaching Epsom from the south via the M25 you will be looking to come 
off at Junction 9 and take the A243 then the A24 towards Ashtead.  After approximately 4.8 miles 
on the A24 you will reach the junction with the B2200 & A232.  

Option 1: Take the B2200 for just under half a mile taking the right fork as you approach 
the Spring Tavern. Eight Bells is another half mile up the Kingston Road on the right. 
Option 2: Continue up the A24 for just over half a mile then continue on the A240 to 
Kingston Road on the left. 

 
Public Transport: The nearest station is Ewell West (TfL fare zone 6) which is served by South 
Western Railway from London Waterloo to Guildford (via Epsom) or Dorking. Trains run half-
hourly on a Sunday and you should get off after Stoneleigh and before Epsom! The pub is a 10-
15 minute walk from the station via the B2200. The 406 bus stops outside the pub between 50 
(northbound) and 150m (southbound) away. 
 
 



 

Map of Route 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Chris Cooper, Andrew Cordani, Rosy Treasure & David 
Saunders present  

The Hogsmill Hike 
 

Eight Bells 
78 Kingston Rd, Epsom KT17 2DU 
Sunday 2nd October 2022, 2:15pm 

 
Distance: 2.5 miles Time allowed: 4 hours 

 

  

Introduction 

We hope you enjoy this walk which is generally flat over well-trodden paths through this 
historic Hogsmill nature reserve. You can read more about it at https://www.epsom-
ewell.gov.uk/residents/venues-sport-and-leisure-facilities/parks/local-nature-
reserves/hogsmill-local-nature. 
  

Starter Clues 

All clues are visible standing on the pavement/pub forecourt looking towards the pub. 
 

1. Sounds like this could be an important funeral. 

2. Infinity seems to be sloping off here. 

3. He's bet Gill the pub would be extraordinary. 

Children’s question: What has the King’s crown got in it? 
 

Stage 1 

Turn right out of the pub, walk about 10 yards where you can see both ways and cross the 
main road into Meadow Walk opposite to the right of the Lower Mill Apartments. Continue 
straight ahead until you reach the railway bridge. Go under the bridge and turn immediately to 
the left down a path which leads to the Hogsmill Open Space. Follow this path straight ahead 
until just before you reach the road. The stage ends at a large oak tree on the right about 10 
yards before a green waste bin. 
 

4. Sounds as if the dogs are up for a game of cricket. 
   They could make quarter of a century! 

5. The truth is out there in an Area of Nevada so the myth goes. 

6. Inclined to think this is better on the way down. 

Spare Clue Jodie Whittaker’s incarnation was lucky for her. 
 
Children’s Question: What colour are the 2 large pipelines you see on this stage? 



Stage 2 

Staying in the park, turn right here along the path which runs through the trees. At the end you 
reach a green triangle with an oak sapling planted directly in front of you. Turn left and head 
for the locked gate onto the road. Keep to the right-hand side and after a short walk follow the 
road right over the river. On the other side of the bridge take another right turn back into the 
park through the gate. Shortly after that take the left fork and follow the path. At the next fork 
go right towards the river. The stage ends at the bench where you can see the stepping stones 
across the river.  
 

7. It’s hard being lower than the other in the league table we warned. 

8. An unusual address would make an angel sneer. 

9. There’s a hundred in the middle of the backward vicar. 

10. Named according to the day perhaps? 

Children’s Question: How many stepping stones are there? 
 

Stage 3 

Do not cross the river here but bear left and follow the path alongside the river ignoring paths 
merging from the left. You will eventually see a football field on the left and a playground soon 
after that. On reaching the corner of the playground, take a right turn over the bridge and after 
20 yards or so another right turn into Ewell Court Park. The stage ends at the entrance to the 
park. 
 

11. Step free access is available, but does not include shelter. 

12. Once there were 4, now one man down and grounded?  

13. Compound manufacturers get a grip, one in a birdlike fashion, the other sounding 
like they have the code!  

Children’s question: What game is played on this pitch? 
 

Stage 4 

Please note -There are no clues on seats in this area. 
Enter the park and follow the path ignoring all turnings on the right until it forks to the left in 
front of a building (Ewell Court Library). Take the path to the right along the lakeside until you 
join the top path where you should turn right and follow the path round to the exit gate from the 
park where the stage ends. 
 

14. We have just buried our queen but it might look as if one of her pawns was the first 
to go.  

15. Avoid a duck emergency or need a foul manoeuvre. 

16. Take your pick to get through – fat or skinny?  

Children’s Question: When does the park close? 



Stage 5 

Bear right and follow the path behind houses on the left and the lake on the right until you 
reach the end of the houses (just before the red ‘Gate 3’ going back into the park). Turn left 
and follow the path until you reach pipe railings at the end of a road. Keep to the right and take 
a right turn down the stony path towards the Storm Tank back to the river. At the next 
intersection take the 3rd track on the left and continue to follow the path alongside the river until 
you once again reach the Stepping Stones on your right. The stage ends here. 
 

17. You can count on us to decipher this Quick Response. 

18. Dual entry for Syd & Eddie perhaps? 

19. At first, every well-educated lad avoids over-zealous zebras. 

Children’s Question: What letters are in the yellow triangle? 
 

Stage 6 

Continue on this path following the river until it merges with the Stage 1 route from the left. 
Bear right here, and almost immediately left under the railway bridge by the black pipe over the 
stream. Continue to follow this path until you reach a footbridge over a small tributary where 
the stage ends. 
 

20. Around the Capital. 

21. An attempt to emulate what’s gone before perhaps? 

22. “Will you still love me when I’m 64” - a tall story! 

Children’s Question: When was the Railway Bridge built? 
 

Stage 7 

Follow the path keeping the river to your left diverting to cross 2 footbridges (avoiding the 
stone dam wall). When you reach the grassy area go left and continue until you reach a side 
road where you turn left. Turn left again between the bollards and follow the path alongside the 
river until it joins the main road. Cross over here opposite Grange Mansions and continue 
along on this side of the road back to the pub. 
 

23. 912 years hence. 

24.  Sounds like a message for cybercriminals. 

25.  We hear the importance of this could dwell on us. 

Children’s Question: Where is the Children Crossing sign located? 
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Answer Sheet  
 

   

Starter Clues   

1. The Greene King sign has ‘Bury St Edmunds’ under it – reference to burying a saint  

  

2. The pub sign contains a number 8 which looks like the infinity symbol  

  

3. ‘He’s bet Gill’ is an anagram of Eight Bells  

  

  



Stage 1  

4. Number 25 Meadow Walk has a house name plate with 2 dogs and Mayfield on it -  

  

5. 51 on box - Area 51 a secret US Air Force base in South Nevada thought to be a myth  

  

6. ‘Steep Footpath’ warning sign at the top of the hill  

  

[Spare 13 on lamppost – Jodie was the 13th Dr Who]  

 



Stage 2  

7. ‘Yale’ alarm above diamond symbol on garages visible through gap in hedge  

  

8. GREEN LANES road sign (anagram of angel sneer)  

  

9. NO SCRAP on back of footpath sign - C in PARSON backwards  

  

10. JOHN NOEL COLLINS – on bench plaque – was born on 24.12.1919 (Christmas Eve)  

  



Stage 3 

11. Wooden steps on the left with a hollow trunk and slope on the right as alternatives  

  

12. 4 concrete posts, the latter is buried in the ground  

  

13. The bridge has pipes engraved with ACROW CLAMP and KEE CLAMP (A crow – birdlike 
 and KEE – code)   

  

   

   



Stage 4 

14. Buried bollard between trees on the left   

  

15. Duck sign says Duck can choke  

  

16. Fence has 2 gates one wide, one narrow – would have to ‘pick’ locks to get through  

  
   



Stage 5 

17. Lampposts have Abacus with QR code across them  

  

18. Barrier has chain with 2 locks one Little and one Large (Syd and Eddie)  

  

19. First letters spell EWELAOZZ – the reference number for the site   

  



Stage 6 

20. LONDON LOOP   

  

21. Rocks forming stepping stones   

  

22. Height restriction 5’4” on sign for bridge  



Stage 7 

23. 2934 on tag on tree   

  

24. NO FISHING sign (No phishing)   

  

25. Ernest Cottages (Reference to The Importance of Being Earnest)  

 



Children’s Answers  

 

Starter Clues  

The Kings crown above the pub door has 2 gold arrows in it  

Stage 1   

Green & black  

Stage 2  

There are 5 stones  

Stage 3   

Football  

Stage 4  

30 mins after sunset  

Stage 5  

EX  

Stage 6  

1859  

Stage 7  

At the entrance to Mill View Close  
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